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25 June 2020 
 
Dear Murdo, 
 

I would like to thank you for inviting me to attend the COVID-19 Committee on 21 May and 
for allowing me the opportunity to provide further information about the prisoner release 
regulations.  I very much welcomed the constructive dialogue and the valuable input 
provided by the Committee members.  There were a number of points that I said that I would 

write to the Committee with further detail on and I have consequently provided this 
information below.   
 
As you may be aware, the release process concluded on 1 June, after the scheduled 28 

days of activity. At the end of the process 348 of the 445 who were considered had been 
released early.  27 of those who were eligible were released upon their scheduled release 
date during May, and 7 more requested a Home Detention Curfew release instead. There 
were 63 eligible individuals who had their early release vetoed by Prison Governors.  We will 

continue to keep the circumstances in Scotland’s prisons under close observation, in co-
ordination with Scottish Prison Service management. 
 
What proportion of eligible victims have signed up to the Victim Notification Scheme 

 
To estimate the proportion of eligible victims who have signed up for the Victim Notification 
Scheme (VNS) would require the number of victims, either in a case as a whole or in relation 
to each individual charge, to be recorded.  This information is not routinely recorded by 

COPFS or SCTS and therefore we are not able to provide this proportion.  However, I can 
confirm that any individuals who were signed up to the VNS were notified if the prisoner they 
had requested information on had their release date changed under this process. 
 

I can also update the Committee that as of 12 June, 102 victims have joined the VNS since 
March this year. This is broken down into 89 victims in relation to offenders serving more 
than 18 months and 13 victims in relation to offenders serving 18 months or less.  
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How many of the released prisoners had been tested for COVID-19 

 
In relation to the early prisoner release regulations, prison healthcare centre staff would have 
informed their local health protection team if they suspected that someone had COVID-19 in 
the prison. Health protection teams would have then arranged testing, as clinically 

appropriate. None of the prisoners eligible for early release displayed symptoms of COVID-
19 at the time of being considered for release.  Therefore, none of those prisoners were 
tested for COVID-19, as part of their release consideration process, and none of those 
prisoners had to have their release delayed for health reasons.   

 
The operational measures taken by prison and health staff in Scotland have been effective in 
reducing the spread of COVID-19 across the prison estate. As of 19 June, there were no 
confirmed positive cases of COVID-19 in Scottish prisons and there are 5 people in custody 

across 4 sites isolated as per protocol and being monitored accordingly. This is a significant 
achievement by SPS and NHS staff. 
 
Are face coverings being made available to released prisoners? 

 

I can also confirm that face coverings are offered to anyone leaving custody who will be 
required to use public transport on their release.  Other measures put in place by the 
Scottish Prisons Service to help prisoners follow public health advice on their liberation 

included the provision of an easy read leaflet on COVID-19 and how to stay safe in the 
community.  
 
Technical Issues with Broadcast 

 
Unfortunately, due to technical issues, portions of my answer in response to a 
supplementary question by Patrick Harvie (regarding measures being in place for prisoners 
who are released early) were not broadcast and, as such, was not recorded on the official 

report of the Committee session.  I have therefore provided an update (with the missing 
sections inserted in red into the relevant portion of the Official Report) below based on my 
best recollection of the missing sections.  .    
 

I know that the committee is busy, but it might be worth while for you at some point to 
hear from the Wise Group and Sacro on throughcare support. I do not think that I am 
speaking out of turn when I say that their communications with me on the processes and 
support that we have in place and the collaboration between justice partners including 

local authority housing and the Prison Service is that they are the best that they have 
ever seen. I agree with the point that it should not have taken a pandemic for that level of 
support to be put in place. 
 

The Wise Group and Sacro have played a big role in that. The liberation pack that the 
Wise Group has proactively begun giving to prisoners under the early release scheme 

includes things such as an Asda voucher that is enough for the individual to buy a very 
basic mobile phone so that they can contact their mentor. Sacro’s shine programme, 
which is for female prisoners who are being released, gives them a mobile phone in their 
liberation pack. 
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Because we have detailed information on who is being released and some of the support 

that they need, local authorities are able to put in place arrangements for the support 
upon liberation that those individuals require to the best of their ability, while 
understanding that there are, of course limitations due to the current circumstances. I 
would say that the prisoners who are being released under the current scheme are 

getting more in the way of support than those who had been released under normal 
release arrangements The processes and the collaboration that we have put in place 
between partners are things that we will want to embed post Covid-19. 

 

I hope this response is helpful and I would be pleased to provide any further information or 
clarification that the Committee may require.   
 

 
HUMZA YOUSAF 
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